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On Nov. 6 the Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies Colloquium Series held its second discussion of the fall semester. Dr. Judith Rosenbaum gave the talk titled
“#TakingAKnee: Exploring justice, respect, and patriotism on Instagram and Twitter.”
Rosenbaum is an assistant professor of communication and journalism at the University of Maine whose research includes social and health effects of media. The
theme of this talk surrounded creating meaning on social media platforms. It featured discussion on the hashtag #TakingAKnee and how this social movement has
opened a new dialogue nationwide.
Rosenbaum recognized that Colin Kaepernick played a large role in initiating the protest against police brutality. From there, other celebrities took to social media to
demonstrate support while others, especially those involved in the Blue Lives Matter movement, feverishly declared it as a sign of disrespect.
By September 2017, the issue was magni ed when President Donald J. Trump shared his opinion on the #TakingAKnee issue on Twitter. The president told the Dori
Monson Show, “I think it’s personally not a good thing. I think it’s a terrible thing, and, you know, maybe he should nd a country that works better for him. Let him try.
It won’t happen.”
According to Rosenbaum, previously unheard voices can now be heard through social media. Public discussion through hashtags can now give a voice to marginalized
groups.
The colloquium also discussed the role of technology — social media speci cally — and how media gives users awareness and a choice of actions in constructing an
environment that helps to understand identity.
Rosenbaum’s study looked at how people use Twitter and Instagram. More speci cally, she discussed how the #TakeAKnee movement developed and how people used
that in the construction of a collective national identity.
By looking at all the public tweets using the hashtags related to #TakeAKnee between Sept. 23 and Oct. 1, 2017, Rosenbaum identi ed four frequent themes: freedom,

equality and justice, unity, and respect and honor.

These were topics brought up by both supporters and opponents of Colin Kaepernick and the movement as a whole.

Rosenbaum found that the two social media platforms were used to discuss these subjects in different manners.
On Twitter, people were more likely to present facts and inject narratives. On Instagram, people were more likely to share photos or political cartoons, they rarely
disagreed in the comments and were more likely to simply use the hashtags without elaborating or giving context.
Both social media platforms shared similar narratives. Supporters often discussed ideas of equality and justice. Opponents expressed themes of neoliberalism and
freedom.
“Americans share and discuss many of the same themes but under a different narrative which makes them seem at different odds,” Jen Bonnet, social sciences and
humanities librarian at the Raymond H. Fogler Library, said. “What I found most telling from [Rosenbaum’s] research was how people of various political persuasions
rely on similar language and ideas of American-ness to make very different claims about their positions. Perhaps in some way, this may eventually lead to opportunities
to talk across difference and nd some common ground.”
The WGS Colloquium Series is held in the Bangor Room of the Memorial Union on Tuesdays, 12:30-1:30 p.m. The next event will be on Dec. 4. For more information
contact Laurie Cartier at laurie.cartier@maine.edu (mailto:laurie.cartier@maine.edu) or visit their website at https://umaine.edu/womensgenderandsexualitystudies/
(https://umaine.edu/womensgenderandsexualitystudies/).



NEO-GOTHIC RESISTANCE WITH DANIELLE PAFUNDA (HTTPS://MAINECAMPUS.COM/2018/11/NEO-GOTHIC-RESISTANCE-WITH-DANIELLE-PAFUNDA/)

THE REAL “ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE”: OUR PRESIDENT (HTTPS://MAINECAMPUS.COM/2018/11/THE-REAL-ENEMY-OF-THE-PEOPLE-OUR-PRESIDENT/)



RELATED POSTS

Photo by Antyna Gould
Photo provided by UMaine Marketing
Photo by Brendan Ward
pPhoto by Brendan Ward
Photo by
(https://mainecampus.com/2020/12/umaine(https://mainecampus.com/2020/12/president(https://mainecampus.com/2020/12/umaine(https://mainecampus.com/2020/12/former(https://m
alumni-launch-skincare-line-derivedferrini-mundy-becomes-member-ofcooperative-extension-helps-childrenmember-of-obama-administrationsieber-sp
from-maine-lobster-byproducts/)
aplu-board-of-directors/)
decorate-for-the-holidays-usingpurchases-bangor-building/)
of-violen
CES
UMAINE ALUMNI LAUNCH SKINCARE LINE…
PRESIDENT FERRINI-MUNDY BECOMES
MEMBER OF…
backyard-supplies/)

FORMER MEMBER OF OBAMA ADMINISTRATION…
KAREN
(HTTPS://MAINECAMPUS.COM/2020/12/UM
(HTTPS://MAINECAMPUS.COM/2020/12/PRESIDENTUMAINE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION HELPS
(HTTPS://MAINECAMPUS.COM/2020/12/FORMER(HTTPS
20/12/TRUMPALUMNI-LAUNCH-SKINCARE-LINE-DERIVED
FERRINI-MUNDY-BECOMES-MEMBER-OF-APLUCHILDREN…
MEMBER-OF-OBAMA-ADMINISTRATIONSIEBERXTENSIONFROM-MAINE-LOBSTER-BYPRODUCTS/)
BOARD-OF-DIRECTORS/)
(HTTPS://MAINECAMPUS.COM/2020/12/UMAINEPURCHASES-BANGOR-BUILDING/)
VIOLENC
MENTS/)
COOPERATIVE-EXTENSION-HELPS-CHILDRENDECORATE-FOR-THE-HOLIDAYS-USINGBACKYARD-SUPPLIES/)



ALSO ON THE MAINECAMPUS



Professor Robert
Glover awarded …

Racial Justice
Challenge promotes …

Letter to the Editor:
Why does UMaine …

Editorial: The West
Coast fires should …

The judicial
nomination, and …

Pen
for r

4 months ago • 3 comments

4 months ago • 1 comment

2 months ago • 1 comment

4 months ago • 1 comment

4 months ago • 1 comment

3 mon

Robert Glover, professor of
political science and
preceptor for the Honors …

The spring of 2020 sparked
a resurgence of racial
justice movements on a …

In the 2019-2020 school
year there are a reported
164 African American …

As every major news outlet
in the nation directs its
attention to the …

On June 22, 1993, Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsberg, who
had been serving on the …

Acro
statu
due t

What do you think?
0 Responses
Upvote

Funny

The MaineCampus Comment Policy
Please read our Comment Policy before commenting.

0 Comments

The MaineCampus

 Recommend

t Tweet

f Share

🔒 Disqus' Privacy Policy

Love

Surprised

Angry

Sad


1


Login

Sort by Best

Start the discussion

Maine Campus
5738 Memorial Union, Room 131
Orono, Maine 04469-5738
207-581-1273
info@mainecampus.com

Recent Posts
Ronaldo’s Juventus runs over Messi’s Barcelona in the nal group stage game of the Champions League (https://mainecampus.com/2020/12/ronaldos-juventusruns-over-messis-barcelona-in-the- nal-group-stage-game-of-the-champions-league/)

UMaine women’s hockey sweeps, men’s splits in weekend series against New Hampshire (https://mainecampus.com/2020/12/umaine-womens-hockey-sweepsmens-splits-in-weekend-series-against-new-hampshire/)

Categories



Select Category





© Copyright 2017-2019. Maine Campus. All Rights Reserved.
Credits (https://mainecampus.com/credits/) Terms of Use (https://mainecampus.com/tou/) Archives (https://mainecampus.com/archives/)



